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News & Notes from Wood Wise Design & Remodeling

And the Winner is...

Wood Wise Submits Five Projects for Star Award Consideration

Yeager Porch

n the spring, remodelers enter
I their previous year’s projects in
the Star Awards—much like the
Grammy Awards are to music and
the Oscar Awards are to film. We
even get to dress up for the event and
anxiously wait to see if our name is
called. There are many categories,
including best kitchen, bath, room
addition, whole house renovation,
attic, basement, outdoor living,
exterior facelift, accessible remodel,
historic restoration, and more.

This year Wood Wise is entering in
five categories. We have won 15 Gold
Awards at Wood Wise, partnering
with great homeowners and the best
subcontractors in the area. Included
here are photos of the projects we
entered for you to get inspired.

WHoLe House RemobeL: Ralph & Nina Yeager

The focus of this project was to
relocate the homeowners’ daily living
from upstairs to downstairs. We
successfully integrated a comfortable
master suite with generous kitchen,
new den, laundry, and screen porch,
all on one level. We minimized

windows facing the nearby
shopping district, yet let in
natural light with careful window
placement. Wood Wise designed to
keep most of the old wood floors
and many interior walls. We
preserved the historic exterior
while adding on, and the renova-
tion qualified for a state tax credit.

KitcHEN RemobEL: Rick & Judy Lacks

The Problems: The Lacks had a
3” step-down from the kitchen to
the breakfast nook. The nook had
drafty windows and inadequate
heat and felt separate from the
kitchen. A large, dated fireplace
separated the family room from
the kitchen.

The Solutions: Our renovation
features a three-sided fireplace
in the kitchen, KraftMaid maple
cabinets, replacement windows,
and heated tile floor at the
breakfast nook.

continued on page 3

Lacks Kitchen
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Pimp My Pad

By Hank Wall

emodeling horror stories
R abound. Why do so many

people choose to go through a
remodeling experience? Over the past
25 years, I have watched numerous
clients grow into a new image of
themselves once they get their space
“right.” They feel like a VIP in their
own home after making significant
improvements. They are happy to
have solved those problems that
nagged for years. They are glad to
have transformed their house into
a cool place, customized to their
particular needs.

Remodeling can be an outward
manifestation of inner growth.
People say, “I'm not going to live
like this anymore,” or “I deserve to
live well.” They change their house
and their lives improve. Changing
your house may seem expensive,
but the payoff is huge.

The payoff includes being more

social once the house is nice,
entertaining friends or hosting family

WOOD WISE
CABINETRY

By Kathy Alton

As part of our effort to give our
customers the best possible personal
design service, Wood Wise Cabinetry,
a KraftMaid Dealer, has joined

the National Kitchen and Bath
Association (NKBA). NKBA sets guide-
lines for designers to follow, and our
membership in the association helps
Wood Wise Cabinetry stay abreast of
the latest frends and innovations in
kitchen and bath design. NKBA also
offers continuing education courses
and online resources for designers.
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Schag Porch

gatherings. It includes improving
artwork, tossing out junk, and
generally living at a higher standard.

When your home really needs it, not
changing it avoids the hassle but
misses the payoff. Improve your
home and enjoy it. If you team up
with an experienced remodeler, the
process can be enjoyable. You get a
home makeover partner with experi-
ence (and good dust protection).

“Pimp my pad” is my son’s slogan,
not mine. But he is 15 and watches
too much TV. My slogan is “Improve
your home, Transform your life,” and
I know it is true. Enjoying your home
is so central to enjoying your life
that it is hard to split these two
apart. Maybe I need a new slogan,
“Remodel your happiness, start

with your home.”
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Lacks
Kitchen with
KraftMaid

HEALTHY LIVING:

= INDOOR AIR QUALITY

By Steve Zulkosky

According to the National Safety
Council, Americans spend about
90 percent of their time indoors and
65 percent of that time at home.
Poor indoor air quality can have a
significant impact on people’s lives.

Steps that can be taken to improve
indoor air quality include:

* Introduce air purifying plants like
philodendron, spider plants, and
peace lilies. They help remove
formaldehyde, carbon monoxide,
benzene, and other toxins from
the air. NASA uses plants to create
oxygen in sealed space labs.

* Use natural household cleaning
products and pest control tech-
niques. Whole Foods sells these.

* Banish pesticides from your garden
and lawn, as these toxins can easi-
ly be transported into the house on
shoes and clothing and by pets.

* Regularly clean the vents in your
kitchen, bathroom, and dryer, and
make sure they operate properly.

* Do not smoke or allow smoking
inside your home.

* Avoid or reduce biological
contaminants by maintaining
humidifiers, dehumidifiers, and air
conditioners; emptying water trays
in dehumidifiers frequently; drying
or removing any water-damaged
carpets or furniture; routinely clean-
ing bedding and items used by
pets; and keeping crawl space dry.

* Prevent carbon monoxide
exposure by keeping gas
appliances properly serviced,
having your central heating system
inspected and cleaned yearly, and
never idling your car inside an
attached garage.

* Change filters on central cooling
and heating systems and air
cleaners every two months.




Star Awards

continued from page 1

The Yeagers’ new
kitchen features
stained glass, above
cabinet lighting, and
Lady’s Dream granite
countertops.

KitcHEN RemopeL: Dan Howe & Loretta Shaia

Dan and Loretta had an architect-
designed kitchen that was cool in
1980 but not functional for a family
of four “plus dog.” They needed more
space and open area. This family
loves living inside the Beltline in
their small house with their
daughter’s school a short walk
away. Wood Wise created a unified,
open first floor that brought kitchen
cabinets into the dining room and

cherry trim throughout.

KitcHeN RemobEeL: Ralph & Nina Yeager Best PorcH: Therese Schag

The Yeager’s new, more spacious Therese Schag hired Wood Wise to

kitchen was designed by combining design a screen porch that would be

several smaller areas. The old an outdoor extension of her living and

kitchen was moved in order to bring dining rooms. Design requests includ-

a master suite and key living spaces ed a gas log fireplace and a recycling

to the first level. Special features alcove. We removed an existing deck,

in this beautiful kitchen include a maxed out the porch footprint, hid

cantilevered island top, excellent the side of the utility shed with a Wood Wise transformed the Howe/Shaia
lighting, dishwasher “drawers,” recycling closet, and installed a stone kitchen by removing walls. Small rooms
loads of convenient storage, and backing for the new red gas stove. became a large, open living space.
full-extension drawers for pots

and pans. (See cover photo of the Schag porch.)

\B/ERI\(I)D(C))IESPE(L)JI:II.ISING SUPPLY Spring Home Maintenance Checklist

Compiled by Cindy Nowell

By Terry Jones . 7
* Give away, recycle, or throw away accumulated junk.

Brooks Building Products is proud to partner with Wood * Change batteries in smoke detectors and carbon
Wise and provide quality supplies for remodeling monoxide detectors.
projects for the Raleigh area. Brooks was established in

Greensboro in 1895, came to Raleigh in 1994, and has * Change fumace filters.

grown with our community by featuring quality materials * Get professional servicing on your air conditioning system
and excellent customer service. We provide a broad before the beginning of the cooling season. 2
range of products including: windows, doors, molding,
millwork, composite decking, and railing systems. We will * Make sure you have a fully-charged fire extin
locate hard-to-find items for special needs. on hand. Be sure all family members know whe
it is located.
Our highly experienced staff has over 180 years of « Unclog and secure gutters and downspout
experience in the building supply business, and we
believe firmly in customer-focused service both before » Clean windows and screens.

and after the sale. We look forward to continuing our
partnership with Wood Wise and Wood Wise clients.
Please contact Brooks Representative Terry Jones at o Call Wood Wise for resources in these areas.
919.871.0200 or tjones@brooksbuildingproducts.com if
you have questions or would like further information.

* Seal granite countertops.
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Improving Homes...
Transforming Lives

Our mission:

Wood Wise Design & Remodeling will
improve the lives of our customers by
improving their homes with special
emphasis on good communication, careful
craftsmanship, and individualized design.
We will meet our schedule and budget on
each home renovation and deliver great
customer service.

As a design-build company, we address each project as an
evolution of ideas with input from homeowners, our design staff,
the project manager, and the carpenters in the field during the
life of the project. Everyone is involved and informed during the
entire process.
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We start out presenting you with several options at the initial design
stage, and we continue fine-tuning until we are ready to “break
ground.” At the start of construction, the project manager will
already have been involved—solving structural issues, helping with
pricing, or sharing ideas with our key subcontractors. The design
team works with you selecting materials and products (like plumb-
ing fixtures, tile, flooring, etc.) before and during the project. Our
crew of experienced carpenters continues implementing and
refining the design in the field. They solve many small challenges
that arise and can suggest different approaches for implementing
specific design elements.

From beginning to end, YOU are working together with Wood Wise
to understand the issues and make the decisions that will fransform

your home into a space that fits your needs and suits your style. s Fiizalics




